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Welcome to St James, the parish Church of Bulkington. Thank 
you for joining us today whether you are in the building or worshipping 
online. We are very glad to be with you.  
 
Holy Communion (or the Eucharist) is the central act of 
Christian worship. Through our community celebration of the 
Eucharist, we tell the story of God with his people throughout history, 
and proclaim that this God, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, is real 
among us. The season of Easter spans the fifty days to Pentecost, in 
which the Church celebrates the gloriously risen Christ. The Easter 
candle reminds us of the presence of the risen Christ. 
 
This service is being livestreamed so that as many as would 
like to can be part of our worship. 
 
 
Please give generously to support St James. You can 

-  
- Join the Parish Giving Scheme (please speak to Rev Charles 

about this) 
- Online at https://tinyurl.com/y5o6gncq 

(the QR code will take you to this page)  
- Make an electronic donation via bank 

transfer or standing order. 
- Place a cash donation (white or brown 

envelope) in the plate during the 
offertory. 
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The Gathering 
 
We are welcomed to the service: 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen. 
 

The Greeting  
 
The Lord be with you 
All: and also with you. 
 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
All: He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 

 
 
 

Prayer of Preparation 
 

Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Hymn – Praise, my soul, the King of heaven! 
 

1 Praise, my soul, the King of heaven! 
To his feet thy tribute bring; 
ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
who like me his praise should sing? 
Praise him! Praise him! 
Praise him! Praise him! 
Praise the everlasting King! 
 

2 Praise him for his grace and favour 
to our fathers in distress; 
praise him still the same as ever, 
slow to chide and swift to bless. 
Praise him! Praise him! 
Praise him! Praise him! 
Glorious in his faithfulness! 
 

3 Father-like, he tends and spares us; 
well our feeble frame he knows; 
in his hands he gently bears us, 
rescues us from all our foes. 
Praise him! Praise him! 
Praise him! Praise him! 
Widely as his mercy flows1 
 

4 Angels, help us to adore him; 
ye behold him face to face; 
sun and moon, bow down before him, 
dwellers all in time and space. 
Praise him! Praise him! 
Praise him! Praise him! 
Praise with us the God of grace! 
  

 
Henry Francis Lyte (1793-1847), based on Psalm 103 
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Confession and Absolution 
	  
Christ our passover lamb has been sacrificed for us. 
Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil 
and confessing our sins with a sincere and true heart. 

1 Corinthians 5.7,8 

	  
We are invited to sit, as we share some quiet for reflection. 
 
Like Mary at the empty tomb, 
we fail to grasp the wonder of your presence. 
Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Like the disciples behind locked doors, 
we are afraid to be seen as your followers. 
Christ, have mercy. 
All: Christ, have mercy. 
 
 
Like Thomas in the upper room, 
we are slow to believe. 
Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
 

 
May the Father of all mercies 
cleanse you from your sins, 
and restore you in his image 
to the praise and glory of his name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All: Amen. 
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Gloria in Excelsis 
We are invited to stand and sing: 
 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 

The Collect 
 
We spend a moment in quiet prayer and the minister prays:  
 
Risen Christ, 
your wounds declare your love for the world 
and the wonder of your risen life: 
give us compassion and courage 
to risk ourselves for those we serve, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
 All: Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 

Acts 11:1-18 
 
Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles 
had also accepted the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the 
circumcised believers criticized him, 3 saying, ‘Why did you go to uncircumcised 
men and eat with them?’ 4 Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, 
saying, 5 ‘I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There 
was something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by 
its four corners; and it came close to me. 6 As I looked at it closely I saw four-
footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7 I also heard a voice 
saying to me, “Get up, Peter; kill and eat.” 8 But I replied, “By no means, Lord; 
for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.” 9 But a second 
time the voice answered from heaven, “What God has made clean, you must 
not call profane.” 10 This happened three times; then everything was pulled up 
again to heaven. 11 At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, 
arrived at the house where we were. 12 The Spirit told me to go with them and 
not to make a distinction between them and us. These six brothers also 
accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. 13 He told us how he had 
seen the angel standing in his house and saying, “Send to Joppa and bring Simon, 
who is called Peter; 14 he will give you a message by which you and your entire 
household will be saved.” 15 And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon 
them just as it had upon us at the beginning. 16 And I remembered the word of 
the Lord, how he had said, “John baptized with water, but you will be baptized 
with the Holy Spirit.” 17 If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us 
when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder 
God?’ 18 When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, 
saying, ‘Then God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to 
life.’ 
This is the word of the Lord 

All: Thanks be to God. 
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Revelation 21:1-6 
 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first 
earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, the 
new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 

‘See, the home of God is among mortals. 
He will dwell with them; 
they will be his peoples, 
and God himself will be with them; 
4 he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
Death will be no more; 
mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
for the first things have passed away.’ 

5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, I am making all things 
new.’ Also he said, ‘Write this, for these words are trustworthy and 
true.’ 6 Then he said to me, ‘It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of 
the water of life. 

 
This is the word of the Lord 
All: Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn – A New Commandment 
 
      
            A new commandment I give unto you: 
            that you love one another as I have loved you, 
            that you love one another as I have loved you. 
 

1 By this shall all know 
that you are my disciples 
if you have love one for another. (Repeat) 
 

2 You are my friends 
if you do what I command you. 
Without my help you can do nothing. (Repeat) 
 

3 I am the true vine, 
my Father is the gard’ner. 
Abide in me: I will be with you. (Repeat) 
 

4 True love is patient, 
not arrogant nor boastful; 
love bears all things, love is eternal. (Repeat) 

 
v.1 unknown, based on John 13:34-35 

vs 2-4 Aniceto Nazareth, based on John 15 and 1 Cor 13 

© 1984, 1999 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. 

 

Gospel Reading – John 13:31-35 

 
When the Gospel is announced the reader says 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son of Man has been glorified, 
and God has been glorified in him. 32 If God has been glorified in him, God will 
also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33 Little children, I am 
with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so 
now I say to you, “Where I am going, you cannot come.” 34 I give you a new 
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commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also 
should love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another.’ 

At the end 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.     
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon 
 

After the sermon, we share a time of quiet. 
 

The Creed 
 

    We believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

 
We believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 



	   11	  

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Risen Lord, in your mercy 
All: hear our prayer 
 
At the end: 
Merciful Father, 
All: accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

 
 
 

The Peace 
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples 

and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. 

John 20.19, 20 

 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All: and also with you. 

 
 

Offertory Hymn – Alleluia, sing to Jesus 
 
 

1 Alleluia, sing to Jesus, 
his the sceptre, his the throne; 
alleluia, his the triumph, 
his the victory alone: 
hark, the songs of peaceful Sion 
thunder like a mighty flood: 
Jesus, out of ev’ry nation, 
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hath redeemed us by his blood. 
 

2 Alleluia, not as orphans 
are we left in sorrow now; 
alleluia, he is near us, 
faith believes, nor questions how; 
though the cloud from sight received him 
when the forty days were o’er, 
shall our hearts forget his promise, 
‘I am with you evermore’? 
 

3 Alleluia, bread of angels, 
here on earth, our stay; 
alleluia, here the sinful 
come to you from day to day. 
Intercessor, friend of sinners 
earth’s redeemer, plead for me, 
where the songs of all the sinless 
sweep across the crystal sea. 
 

4 Alleluia, King eternal, 
he the Lord of lords we own; 
alleluia, born of Mary, 
earth his footstool, heav’n his throne; 
he within the veil has entered 
robed in flesh, our great High Priest; 
he on earth both priest and victim 
in the Eucharistic Feast.  

 
William Chatterton Dix (1837-1898) 
 

 
During this hymn, a collection will be taken. For digital methods of giving, 
please see p.2. 

 
 

 
 
 
 



	   13	  

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord is here 
All: His Spirit is with us 
 
Lift up your hearts  
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give thanks and praise. 
And now we give you thanks 
because in his victory over the grave a new age has dawned, 
the long reign of sin is ended, 
a broken world is being renewed 
and humanity is once again made whole. 
And so we gladly thank you, 
with saints and angels praising you, and saying: 
  
  All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Lord God, you are the most holy one, 
enthroned in splendour and light, 
yet in the coming of your Son Jesus Christ 
you reveal the power of your love 
made perfect in our human weakness. 
 
Embracing our humanity, 
Jesus showed us the way of salvation; 
loving us to the end, 
he gave himself to death for us; 
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dying for his own, 
he set us free from the bonds of sin, 
that we might rise and reign with him in glory. 
 
On the night he gave up himself for us all 
he took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 
Therefore we proclaim the death that he suffered on the cross, 
we celebrate his resurrection, his bursting from the tomb, 
we rejoice that he reigns at your right hand on high 
and we long for his coming in glory. 
 
As we recall the one, perfect sacrifice of our redemption, 
Father, by your Holy Spirit let these gifts of your creation 
be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
form us into the likeness of Christ 
and make us a perfect offering in your sight. 
 
Look with favour on your people 
and in your mercy hear the cry of our hearts. 
Bless the earth, 
heal the sick, 
let the oppressed go free 
and fill your Church with power from on high. 
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Gather your people from the ends of the earth 
to feast with all your saints 
at the table in your kingdom, 
where the new creation is brought to perfection 
in Jesus Christ our Lord; 
 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, 
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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Breaking of the Bread 
 

Jesus says, I am the bread of life, 
whoever eats this bread will live for ever. 
All: Lord, our hearts hunger for you; 

give us this bread always. 
 
All: Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 

 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 
 

Giving of Communion 
 

Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us. 
All: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
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If you are joining the service online, you might like to use this prayer: 
 

Prayer of Spiritual Communion 
 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,  
for all the benefits you have given me, 
for all the pain and insults you have borne for me. 
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, 
may I know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, 
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Father of all, 
we give you thanks and praise, 
that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. 
Dying and living, he declared your love, 
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 
we who drink his cup bring life to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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The Dismissal 
 
We share any notices. 
 

Hymn – The Day of Resurrection 
 
 

1 The day of resurrection! 
Earth, tell it out abroad; 
the passover of gladness, 
the passover of God! 
From death to life eternal, 
from earth unto the sky, 
our Christ hath brought us over 
with hymns of victory. 
 

2 Our hearts be pure from evil, 
that we may see aright 
the Lord in rays eternal 
of resurrection-light; 
and list’ning to his accents, 
may hear so calm and plain 
his own ‘All hail’ and, hearing, 
may raise the victor strain. 
 

3 Now let the heav’ns be joyful, 
and earth her song begin, 
the round world keep high triumph, 
and all that is therein; 
let all things, seen and unseen, 
their notes of gladness blend, 
for Christ the Lord hath risen, 
our joy that hath no end. 

 
St John of Damascus (c.750) 
trans. John Mason Neale (1818-1866) 
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The Blessing 
 

God the Father, 
by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead, 
strengthen you to walk with him in his risen life; 
and the blessing … 
All: Amen 
 

The Dismissal 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
All: In the name of Christ. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material 
from which is included in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000. 
Common Worship: Times and Seasons, material from which is included here, 
is copyright © The Archbishops' Council 2006 and published by Church House 
Publishing. 
Music used in this service is under terms of CCLI Licence 17774 and Streaming 
Licence 169385. 
 


